Speech at 17th of May reception 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, dear colleagues and friends,

It is a pleasure for me to welcome you here to the new Norwegian residence in Zagreb on the occasion of the celebration of the Norwegian national day. We are certainly happy that we finally succeeded in finding a house to our liking, and happy with its location here in this beautiful part of the town. The Embassy had been looking for a new residence for quite a while when we last year were made aware of this newly developed property by the company VMD and its director, Mr. Antun Mikec. 

Since director Harald Unstad, representing the formal owner of the residence – the Norwegian Government agency Statsbygg – will say a few words concerning the new residence afterwards, I will limit myself to thank Mr. Antun Mikec and his staff in VMD for always being forthcoming, helpful and willing to assist. We appreciate that very much.   

Today is 15 May, two days before the actual Norwegian National Day. The National Day of Norway, 17 May, holds a very special place in the hearts and minds of the Norwegians. In Norway this day to a large extent has become the children’s day. In stead of military parades, 17 May is celebrated all over Norway by children’s parades.

But also adults participate, celebrating the high value with which we regard our constitution, democracy, human rights and understanding between peoples. 
It was on the 17 May in 1814 that the Norwegian constitution was founded. In fact it is one of the oldest written democratic constitutions still in existence. 
At the end of the Napoleonic wars, the victorious side dictated that Norway should cease to be a state under Danish rule and that it should enter into a union with Sweden. Sweden being on the victorious side in the wars. 

In the politically chaotic months that followed between Danish and Swedish rule, a group of forward thinking men seized the opportunity, and wrote a constitution that safeguarded political rights and individual freedoms for the people of Norway. And a Norwegian parliament was established. 

The constitution they wrote also paved the way towards our independence which was finally declared on 7 June 1905. 

Norway has developed considerably since 1814. Into a modern democratic European nation, with a technology based and strong economy, with high competence within sectors such as energy, shipping and marine and maritime industries. And globally into a partner for peace building and international development.
Special bonds were created between Norwegians and Croats and other prisoners from the former Yugoslavia during World War II. Almost a thousand prisoners from Croatia and more than 4000 in total from the former Yugoslavia were internated in Norway during the last world war. The prisoners were secretly assisted by local Norwegians. 

Norway has cooperated closely with Croatia since its independence. And we have been focusing on supporting Croatia in the areas of reconciliation, social and economical development and on de-mining, to mention some. We also have a very good cooperation in the fields of judiciary, public sector reforms and defence. And we are establishing a stronger partnership in the maritime sector.

The post conflict era has come to an end, and today, we see a new Croatia developing. We congratulate Croatia with its recent NATO membership and wish the country luck on its path towards EU membership. 

For Norway it has been, and is, important to support Croatia’s Atlantic and European integration processes. 
Last year more than 90.000 Norwegians tourists visited this country. As a consequence of this we have decided to establish a new honorary consulate in Dubrovnik, which will be opened in the near future. I am pleased to inform you that our new honorary consul to Dubrovnik, Mr. Tonci Peovic, is with us here today.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

Through recent history we have seen good growth of interactions and friendships between Norway and Croatia. The contacts our both peoples created during the common struggle to end World War II created an important foundation for this development. As Croatia continues its Euro-Atlantic integration I believe we will witness increased possibilities of even closer cooperation. My wish is that we make use of these opportunities and that the friendship between our countries and peoples continue to grow in the future.   

Thank you for your attention!

